Decenber 210) 1953
Dear Dean Froloer:

‘As a postscript to our conversatioa last Monday, I am taking the
liberty of sending soms of the ourreat applications and eaquiries to
11lustrate my remarks. As you know, the programs of graduate training
and research in miorobial genetics are closely interdwined/ Since the
department of Veterinary Seh@ vacated this bullding, we have had a
modicum of floor space that would considerably (if not fully!) alleviate
our operating needa. Under present circumstances, I have repeatedly been
obliged to discourage applications from students and an equal musber of
post-doctoral fellows who have sought to work at this University in
sicrobial genstics.

The eaclosures are a sample of current enghiries. I know that there
would be many more if I had not been obliged during the past several
years to discourage Ahea at the sourcs, by not advertising for them in
any way, and by explicitly mentioning to my solleaguss at other institu-

hod enr, efaereo
tions that their promising undergraduates, You will nete that these appli-
cations ars directed explicitly to me, or to the program in microbial
genetics. Owing to the specialised characters of this hybrid, almost no
applications thét have been directed to ths graduate school or for general
studies in genstics or hacteriology have been directed here. This doubtless
accounts for ths rather high incidenSe of applications from more mature
scholars here and abroad, and from post~doctoral fellowship candidates. In
view of the orowded conditions here, this is just as well.

You asked whether I have had to turn away "outstanding” applicants. I have
not yet been able to complete an svaluatlon of the current crop: the point is



whether there is mfficient 1ikelihood of our facikities hecoming resdy ia
tiss for me to be able, in good consoience, to encourage these applications
rather than refer them elsewhere. This is a decision that I should not defer
beyond about February 1 or 15 at the latest. In the light of your remarks,

I shall probably be obliged to write that, since we have no present assurance
of adequate space for the 1954-55 session, the applications will have to be
returned without regard for tieir qualifications. Uafortunately, there is

no other place in the University to which they can be referred for work in
this field.

I am aware tiat this matiter is being considered at appropriate administra-
tive levels and that it is not in your, or even the University's hands alonms.
If I can add any further ianformstion in support of our long-standing request,
please let m» know of 1t. I think it will not be disputed that our present
ssi-up offers an opportanily to improve the University's facilitles at a cost
that is relatively wery saall in comparison to the amount of space that can
thus be made available for effisient utilisation. It might be esphasized that
it is rather a mattsr of finishing the construction of a building that has been
left for many years in a very rough stage of completion, rather than a mere
re-designing requiring the tearing down of existing substantial construstion
to fit curreat whims or roquiioncau.

With best wishes for the season and the nsw year,

Yours cordially,

Joshua Lederberg
Associa ts Professor of Genetics



